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nemies to his true Taterelt, and openly and avowedly fuch to the Profperity of
the Province ) to violate the Rights granted to the People of Marylana', in
and by the Royal Charter; which however, luve not o fir fucceeded s
was mtended, and we hope and truft will never have better Succels, when-
ever they thall be attempted for the future. | |
We have taken the Form of the Ouath, mention'd in your Honour’s
Speech, into our moft ferious Conlideration ; and we beg leave to acquaint
your Honour, That we conceive it to be fo far from Securing to us and our
Pofterity, the fame Meaure of Law and Right which our Anceftors and
our felves have ever enjoyed, that it is calculated ( we hope contrary to
his Lordfhip’s Intentions) " to undermine all, or the greatelt Part, of our
moft valuable Priviledges, and to deprive us of the Means of fecuring
them ; which Means we conceive to be the Benefit of all the Englfh Laws,
fecuritative and confirmatory of the Rights and Liberties of the Subje& ;
fome of which Laws have not yet been put in Execution amongft us, not
becaufe they ought not, but becaufe there has yet been no Occafion ; and
many of thofe that have been actually put in Execution, efpecially General
Statutes, do not appear by Pleadings on Record, to have been {0;.and we
have no Reporters of Cales determined in our Courts of Juftice, nor any other
Means that we know of, to tran{mit to Polterity, what Statutes or Reafons
the Judges grounded their Judgments upon ; and yet, by the Qath propofed,
inftead of enquiring, Whether a Statute really affe@ts the Cafe in Contro-
verfy ¢ the Queftion will be, Whether fuch Statute hath been heretofore ufed
and pra&ifed 2 Which Queftion mwm every Cale ; and, in Procefs
of Time, a Pretence to deprive the Benefit of all the Laws of our
Mother Country heretofore made, and hereafter to be made.
. We beg your Honour to return his Lordthip, our moft hearty Thanks, for
the Intimation you have been pleafed to give us, as from his Lordfhip, of
his Majefty’s moft gracious Reception of our Addrefs : And we fincerely
and heartily pray the King of Kings, to pour his Bleflings upon his Majefty,
and his motft illuftrious Family ; and that Great-Britain may never wang
one of his Royal Line to fway its Sceptre. | |
We have perufed the Abfirac of the Virginia A&, for EreCting a Lights
houfe ; And, altho’ we are willing to contribute, as much as in our Power,
to every Thing that may be a Security to Trade and Navigation ; yet are -
we unwilling to burthen the' People we reprefent, or Traders, with any
Charge for that Purpofe, ’till we can be fatistied, that the Thing propofed is
really advantageous,

We are obliged to yeur Honour for recomniending to us the Care of our
Staple; which, indeed, isin fuch a miferable Condition, as requires our ut-
moft Care to remedy; and we will not fail to do all that we can towards it.

We are forry that your Honour fhould have Caufe to compliin of any Sug-
geftions prejudicial to your Reputation: And we do affure you, that we
will, as ‘much as in us lies, difcountenance all fuch Suggeftions ; and that
nothing but Actions, fhall ever induce us to fufpect any Perfon, much lefs
our Governour, of Infincerity. "

As we fhall always confine our Defires, to the beft of our Underftanding;
to what thall be juft and reafonable, we cannot entertain the leaft Doubt
of your Honour’s Concurrence with us. ,

We are really forry for your Honour’s Indifpofition, and fhall ever retain
2 gratetul Senfe of your Devotion to the Service of the Proviace of Maryland.
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